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cooking is a pleasant change for an outlaw, who has fed for many a day on rats and mice, and such small deer."
" A pleasanter change for a starveling Breton, who was often glad enough, ere he came to England, to rob his own ponies of their furze-toppings, and boil them down for want of kale."
"We use furze-toppings in Brittany to scourge saucy churls withal. Speakest thou thus to me, who have the blood of King Arthur and half his knights in my veins'?"
" Then discipline thine own churl's back therewith : for churl thou art, though thou comest of Arthur's blood. Nay, I will not quarrel with thee. I have had too many gnats pestering me in the fens already to care for one more here."
Wherefrom the Breton judged that Hereward had no lust to fight.
The next day he met Hereward going out to hunt, and was confirmed in his opinion when Hereward lifted his cap to him most courteously, saying that he was not aware before that his neighbour was a gentleman of such high lineage.
"Lineage ? Better at least than thine, thou barelegged Saxon, who hast dared to call me base-born and starveling 1 So thou must needs have thy throat cut 1 I took thee for a wiser man."
" Many have taken me for that which I am not If you will harness yourself, I will do the same : and we will ride up to the woods, and settle this matter in peace,"